
In the County Court ) Before the Honorable: 

 

 ) 

 

County of Boulder ) 

 

 ) Diane R. MacDonald 

 

The People of the ) Judge 

 

 ) 

 

State of Colorado ) NO KNOCK yes___ no xx  

 

 

 

  SEARCH WARRANT 

 

TO Detective James R. Byfield or any officer authorized by law to execute search 

warrants within the County of Boulder, State of Colorado, having this date filed an 

affidavit for search warrant, which is incorporated herein by reference and which states 

probable cause in conformity with the provisions of Colorado Rules of Criminal 

Procedure (Rule 41), for the following described property, to-wit: See Attachment B 

believed to be situated at the place known as: 755 15th Street, City and County of 

Boulder, State of Colorado including the premises, a 1995 Jaguar 4 door with Colorado 

passenger license plates #MAN8301 which is located in attached garage, a 1996 Jeep 

Cherokee utility vehicle with Colorado license plate #MAH5615 which is located in the 

attached garage, and the curtilage of the premises. The property is described as a multiple 

story wood frame house with an attached garage which contains two vehicles, a 1995 

Jaguar 4 door with Colorado passenger license #MAN8301, and a 1996 Jeep Cherokee 

utility vehicle with Colorado passenger license #MAH5615; the house has a brown brick 

exterior with tan siding, with brown and white trim. The numbers "755" appear to the left 

(south) side of the front door. It is the third house south of Cascade Street, on the west 

side of 15th Street, with the front door facing east, towards 15th Street, County of 

Boulder, State of Colorado. Upon one or more of the grounds set forth in Rule 41, 

Colorado Rules of Criminal Procedure, namely: 

Certain property which is designed or intended for use or which is or has been used as a 

means of committing a criminal offense, or the possession of which is illegal, or which 

would be material evidence in a subsequent criminal prosecution. 

I am satisfied that there is probable cause to believe that the property so described is 

located on the premises above described. YOU ARE THEREFORE COMMANDED to 

search forthwith the place or person described for the property described (during the 

daytime) (at any time), and to make return of this warrant to the undersigned Judge with 

ten days thereof, and to deliver to the person from whom the property is taken or from 

the premises from which the property is taken, a copy of this Warrant together with a 



receipt for the property taken, or, in lieu thereof, to leave a copy of the Warrant and 

receipt at the place from which the property is taken, and to deliver to the undersigned 

Judge a written inventory of the property taken with the return of this Warrant. 

Dated this 26th day of December, 1996, in the County of Boulder, State of Colorado. 

Diane R. MacDonald 

 

Signature of Judge  

 

 

 

AFFIDAVIT FOR SEARCH WARRANT 

Your Affiant is Jim Byfield, a Detective with the Boulder Police Department. After being 

duly sworn, Your Affiant states the following: 

Through official police reports and conversations with other members of the Boulder 

Police Department, including commissioned officers Linda Arndt, Michael Everett, Rick 

French, Tom Trujillo and Larry Mason. Your Affiant personally learned the following 

from those officers: 

On December 26, 1996, at approximately 5:52 a.m., Boulder Police Officers Karl Veitch 

and Rick French responded to 755 15th St., Boulder, Colorado, regarding a possible 

kidnapping. The residents of 755 15th St., John and Patsy Ramsey, informed the officers 

of the following: 

The Ramsey's reside at 755 15th St., and are the parents of JonBenet Ramsey, who is six 

years old. 

This morning at approximately 5:45 a.m., Patsy Ramsey discovered that JonBenet 

Ramsey was missing from the residence. JonBenet was last seen by Patsy Ramsey in the 

residence at approximately 10:00 p.m. December 25th. 

On the floor of the residence the Ramseys found a hand written note, a copy of which is 

attached hereto as "Attachment A" and incorporated in to this affidavit. 

According to Officers French and Veitch there were no obvious signs of forcible entry 

into their residence and the Ramsey's believed that the house was locked when they went 

to bed. 

Your Affiant, through Boulder Regional Communications Center Dispatch, was advised 

at approximately 1:05 p.m. on December 26th, 1996, that the body of JonBenet Ramsey 

was discovered in the basement of 755 15th St., Boulder, Boulder County, State of 

Colorado. Your Affiant personally met with BPD Detective Linda Arndt. Det. Arndt 

personally provided Your Affiant with the following information: 

Det. Arndt had been inside the residence located at 755 15th St. Boulder, Boulder 

County, Colorado from approximately 0800 hours until 1435 hours on December 26, 

1996. Det. Arndt had been called out to respond to this residence earlier this morning on 

the report of the 6 year old female child at this residence who had reportedly been 

kidnapped. There was no sign of forced entry to this residence. The female child, 

JonBenet Ramsey, had last been seen by her father, John Ramsey, at approximately 2200 



hours on December 25, 1996. This information had personally been told to Det. Arndt by 

John Ramsey. JonBenet had last been seen in her bed. JonBenet's bedroom is located on 

the second floor of the residence. According to John Ramsey, the only persons at this 

residence from approximately 2200 hours on December 25, 1996 until 0545 hours on 

December 26 were: John Ramsey (father of JonBenet); Patricia "Patsy" Ramsey (mother 

of JonBenet); and Burke (10-11 year old brother of JonBenet). When Det. Arndt arrived 

at the Ramsey residence, persons present included: John Ramsey, Patsy Ramsey, 

Priscilla and Fleet White (friends of the family), Barbara and John Fernie (friends of the 

family), the pastor from St. John's Episcopalian Church (1400 block in Boulder), BPD 

officers Rick French and Barry Weiss. Ofc. French personally told Det. Arndt that the 

White's and Fernie's had been phoned by either John or Patsy Ramsey shortly after the 

note was found and had immediately come over to the Ramsey residence. The pastor also 

responded to the Ramsey residence shortly after the note was found. 

Patsy told Det. Arndt that she found a note at the bottom of the staircase leading from the 

first floor to the second floor. Refer to Attachment A. The note was found at 

approximately 0545 hours on December 26. Det. Arndt had personally viewed this note. 

The note was written on white lined paper with a felt type writing utensil with black ink. 

The note stated that JonBenet had been kidnapped. The note stated that JonBenet would 

be decapitated if the demands of the note were not met. The note stated that police were 

not to be contacted. The note stated that $118,000 was demanded as ransom. The 

author(s) of the note stated that they would phone Mr. John Ramsey "tomorrow" between 

0800-1000 hours. 

Detective Arndt monitored incoming phone calls to the Ramsey residence from 

approximately 0800-1300 hours. John Ramsey answered the incoming phone calls. None 

of the incoming calls were from the reported kidnappers. At approximately 1300 hours 

Detective Arndt asked John Ramsey, Fleet (friend of the family, and John Fernie to 

check the interior of the residence for any sign of JonBenet, or anything that may have 

been left or taken that belonged to JonBenet. JonBenet's bedroom had been sealed off by 

Detectives Arndt and Fred Patterson at approximately 1030 hours. John Ramsey 

immediately went to the basement of the house, followed by Fleet White and John 

Fernie. Within a few minutes, Fleet came running upstairs, grabbed the telephone in the 

back office located on the first floor, and yelled for someone to call for an ambulance. 

Detective Arndt ran to the front of the house, where the door leading to the basement was 

located. Det. Arndt saw John Ramsey run up the basement stairs. John Ramsey was 

carrying a young girl in his arms. Both arms of the girl were raised above her head. There 

appeared to be a string hanging from the girls' right wrist. The girl's lips were blue; she 

appeared to have livor mortis on her back side of her body; she had rigor mortis; she was 

not breathing. JonBenet was dressed in a light colored long-sleeved turtleneck and light-

colored pants (similar to pajama bottoms). John Ramsey placed the girl onto the floor, 

inside the front door. The girl was identified by John Ramsey as being JonBenet. 

JonBenet was not breathing; her body was cool to the touch; she had a white cloth string 

around her neck, similar to the cloth string around her wrist; there was a red circular 

mark in the front of her neck, about the size of a quarter, at the base of her throat; she had 

an odor of decay to her; she had dried mucous from one of her nostrils. Based on Det. 

Arndt's experience, JonBenet appeared to be dead, and appeared to have been dead for a 



period of time. John Ramsey told Det. Arndt that he had found JonBenet in the wine 

cellar in the basement, underneath a blanket, with her wrists tied above her head and a 

piece of tape covering her mouth. John Ramsey had removed the tape from her mouth 

before he carried JonBenet upstairs to the first floor. Detective Arndt personally told 

Your Affiant JonBenet's body was left inside the residence. 

Det. Michael Everett informed Your Affiant that after the discovery of the girl's body 

that he walked through the basement area of the house to attempt to determine if any 

persons were present in the basement. In the area where Det. Arndt had told Det. Everett 

that the decedent had been found by her father he observed two blankets on the floor in 

the center of the room. 

The scene is currently being secured by members of the Boulder Police Department. 

Your Affiant has investigated numerous crime scenes including at least twin homicide 

crime scenes. Your Affiant knows through personal experience, training, and the details 

stated within this affidavit that the following items may be found at this potential 

homicide crime scene and can be material evidence in a subsequent criminal prosecution; 

Still and video photography, measurements, implements or articles of every kind that 

could have caused or contributed to the injuries of the victim, trace material of every 

kind such as clothing, fibers, hair, body fluids, latent prints and the objects on which they 

are found, documentary evidence tending to establish the motive, identity of the victim, 

any suspects or witnesses, the body of JonBenet Ramsey, any writing paper or pads lined 

and white in color, any examples of handwriting, any felt-type writing utensil with black 

ink, light colored cloth string type material including shoes or clothing missing 

drawstrings or shoestrings, and footprints or other physical evidence of intruders either 

inside or outside of the residence. 

Your Affiant requests a search warrant for the premises, for a 1995 Jaguar 4 door with 

Colorado passenger license plate #MAN8301 which is in the garage of the premises, for 

a 1996 Jeep Cherokee utility vehicle with Colorado license plate #MAH5615 which is 

located in the garage of the premises, and for the curtilage of the premises which is 

located at 755 15th St., Boulder, Colorado to search for the items listed in Attachment B, 

which is attached and incorporated into this affidavit. Your Affiant believes that a search 

of these areas at 755 15th St., Boulder, Colorado, might lead to the discovery of items 

that would be material evidence in a subsequent criminal prosecution. The residence at 

755 15th St., Boulder, Colorado is described by Detective Linda Arndt to Your Affiant as 

a multiple story wood frame house with an attached garage which has a brown brick 

exterior with tan siding and brown and white trim. The numbers "755" appear to the left 

(south) of the front door. It is the third house south of Cascade Street on the westside of 

15th Street. The front door to the residence faces east, toward 15th Street. 

Det. Arndt told Your Affiant that she briefly viewed the two (2) vehicles parked inside 

the attached garage. She described one of the vehicles as a Jaguar 4 door and the other 

vehicle as a utility type vehicle. Detective Arndt obtained a Cosin printout of the vehicles 

listing to John Ramsey. The Cosin printout indicated that John Ramsey is the driver of a 

1995 Jaguar 4 door with Colorado passenger license #MAN8301. Cosin indicated that 

John Ramsey is the driver of a 1996 Jeep utility vehicle with Colorado passenger license 

#MAH5615. 



James R. Byfield 

 

Affiant  

 

Signature 

Sworn to and subscribed in my presence this 26th day of December, 1996, in Boulder, 

Colorado. 

Diane R. MacDonald 

 

Judge  

 

Signature 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

 

 

Mr. Ramsey, 

Listen carefully! We are a group of individuals that represent a small foreign faction. We 

respect your business but not the country that it serves. At this time we have your 

daughter in our possession. She is safe and unharmed and if you want her to see 1997, 

you must follow our instructions to the letter. 

You will withdraw $118,000.00 from your account. $100,000 will be in $100 bills and 

the remaining $18,000 in $20 bills. Make sure that you bring an adequate size attache to 

the bank. When you get home you will put the money in a brown paper bag. I will call 

you between 8 and 10 am tomorrow to instruct you on delivery. The delivery will be 

exhausting so I advise you to be rested. If we monitor you getting the money early, we 

might call you early to arrange an earlier delivery of the money and hence a earlier pick-

up of your daughter. 

Any deviation of my instructions will result in the immediate execution of your daughter. 

You will also be denied her remains for proper burial. The two gentlemen watching over 

your daughter do not particularly like you so I advise you not to provoke them. Speaking 

to anyone about your situation, such as Police, F.B.I., etc., will result in your daughter 

being beheaded. If we catch you talking to a stray dog, she dies. If you alert bank 

authorities, she dies. If the money is in any way marked or tampered with, she dies. You 

will be scanned for electronic devices and if any are found, she dies. You can try to 

deceive us but be warned that we are familiar with Law Enforcement countermeasures 

and tactics. You stand a 99% chance of killing your daughter if you try to out smart us. 

Follow our instructions and you stand a 100% chance of getting her back. You and your 

family are under constant scrutiny as well as the authorities. Don't try to grow a brain 



John. You are not the only fat cat around so don't think that killing will be difficult. Don't 

underestimate us John. Use that good southern common sense of yours. It is up to you 

now John! 

Victory! 

 

 

 

S.B.J.C. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

1) All material evidence to be developed by a thorough scene investigation of the 

premises, including but not limited to: still and video photography, measurements, 

implements or articles of every kind that could have caused or contributed to the injuries 

of the victim; trace material of every kind such as clothing, fibers, hair, body fluids, 

latent prints and the objects on which they are found; documentary evidence tending to 

establish the motive, identify of the victim, any suspect or witnesses. 

2) The body of JonBenet Ramsey 

3) Any and all writing paper or pads, lined and white in color. 

4) Any and all examples of handwriting found in the home. 

5) Any felt-type writing utensil with black ink. 

5) Light colored cloth string type material. 

6) Shoes or clothing missing drawstrings or shoestring. 

7) The curtilage of the home including the garage, the vehicles in the garage and 

outbuildings for footprints and physical evidence of intruders. 

RETURN AND INVENTORY 

 

COUNTY OF BOULDER 

 

STATE OF COLORADO 

I, James R. Byfield, received the within Search Warrant on December 26, 1996, and duly 

executed it as follows: On December 26, 1996, at 8:00 o'clock p.m., I searched (the 

premises described in the search warrant and left a copy o the search warrant with 

together with an inventory of the property. 

The following is an inventory of property taken pursuant to the search warrant: 

Body of JonBenet Ramsey 

Items recovered from body include; green SD,216, green fl4k, trace evidence, piece of 

paper, white fiber, hairs/fibers, white cord, white long sleeve shirt, white long sleeve 

underwear bottoms, panties w/floral print, white ligature, gold colored necklace w/cross, 

gold colored ring, gold colored bracelet, black/white/red hairtie, blue hairtie, hairtie. 



(1) notepad (1 RAW) 

(1) notepad (2 RAW) 

Fibers from area by victim (1KKY) 

Fibers from wine cellar (2KKY) 

Avalanche sweatshirt covering body (4KKY) 

Blanket covering body (5KKY) 

Wire near body (7KKY) 

Fibers from under body (9KKY) 

White blanket in wine cellar (11KKY) 

Pink barbie nightgown from wine cellar (12KKY) 

Broken glass from wine cellar (13KKY) 

Hair fibers from floor of wine cellar (14KKY) 

Broken paint brush(PIKKY) 

Wooden shards near paint tray (22KKY) 

Paint tray (25KKY) 

Blue paper near rear south facing door (26KKY) 

Rope from backyard (32KKY) 

This inventory was made by James R. Byfield #416 in the presence of Sgt. Wickman and 

is a true and detailed account of all property taken pursuant to the search warrant. 

RETURN AND INVENTORY 

 

COUNTY OF BOULDER 

 

STATE OF COLORADO 

I, James R. Byfield, received the within Search Warrant on December 26, 1996, and duly 

executed it as follows: On December 26, 1996, at 8:00 o'clock p.m., I searched (the 

premises described in the search warrant and left a copy of the search warrant with 

together with an inventory of the property. 

The following is an inventory of property taken pursuant to the search warrant:  

 

White string from sled (33KKY) 

Earring in street (34KKY) 

Canvas bag in crawlspace (37KKY) 

black sheet metal in wine cellar (39KKY) 

Broken purple ornament from basement (40KKY) 

Red pocket knife w/broken ornament (41 KKY) 

Vacuumed fibers (42KKY) 

Felt tip pen (43KKY) 

Hair fibers from victim's pillow (44KKY) 

Fibers from victim's bed (46KKY) 

Fiber's from victim's pillow (47KKY) 

Vacuumed fibers from victim's bed (48KKY) 

Vacuumed fibers from victim's pillow and bedspread (50KKY) 

Sharpie market (51KKY) 

Hair fibers from Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey's bed (52KKY) 



Hair found in brush in Mr. Ramsey's bathroom (53KKY) 

Rolodex in Mr. Ramsey's desk (54 KKY) 

Partially wrapped FAO Schwartz (55KKY) 

Partially wrapped FAO Schwartz (56KKY) 

Partially wrapped FAO Schwartz (57KKY) 

Marker (58KKY) 

Marker (59KKY) 

Handwritten note (61KKY) 

"My Science Project" from Burke's bedroom (65KKY) 

Yellow notepad w/writing (66 KKY) 

This inventory was made by James B. Byfield #416 in the presence of Sgt. Wickman and 

is a true and detailed account of all property taken pursuant to the search warrant. 

RETURN AND INVENTORY 

 

COUNTY OF BOULDER 

 

STATE OF COLORADO 

I, James R. Byfield, received the within Search Warrant on December 26, 1996, and duly 

executed it as follows: On December 26, 1996, at 8:00 o'clock p.m., I searched (the 

premises described in the search warrant and left a copy of the search warrant with 

together with an inventory of the property. 

The following is an inventory of property taken pursuant to the search warrant:  

 

Pen (67KKY) 

Artificial evergreen needles (68KKY) 

Comforter from victim's bed (37BAB) 

Top sheet (38BAB) 

Bottom sheet (39BAB) 

Pillowcase (40BAB) 

Bowl (71KKY) 

Spoon (5PP) 

Glass (6PP) 

Cotton from cellar room (7PP) 

Angel from Christmas tree (8PP) 

Piece of broken window (5KRV) 

Piece of broken window (6KRV) 

Piece of broken window (7KRV) 

Piece of broken window (8KRV) 

Black marker (46BAB) 

Christmas ornament w/string (49BAB) 

Sharpie (60BAB) 

Sharpie (61BAB) 

Shoes (68BAB) 

Notepad (69BAB) 

Sharpie (1JRB) 1-29-96 



Sharpie (2JRB) 1-29-96 

Notepad (3JRB) 1-29-96 

Marker (#6JRB) 1-29-96 

This inventory was made by James R. Byfield in the presence of Sgt. Wickman and is a 

true and detailed account of all property taken pursuant to the search warrant. 

RETURN AND INVENTORY 

 

COUNTY OF BOULDER 

 

STATE OF COLORADO 

I, James R. Byfield, received the within Search Warrant on December 26, 1996, and duly 

executed it as follows: On December 26, 1996, at 8:00 o'clock p.m., I searched (the 

premises described in the search warrant and left a copy o the search warrant with 

together with an inventory of the property. 

The following is an inventory of property taken pursuant to the search warrant:  

 

Window grate (GRV) 

Bag containing Santa Claus swift ornaments (76BAB) 

Santa Claus suit (77BAB) 

Note (78BAB) 

Fingerprints of victim (79BAB) 

Finger prints -hand drawing (80BAB) 

Birthday card (82BAB) 

Legal pad white lined (83BAB) 

Wired tied in knot (5BAH) 

Three black markers (8BAH) 

Two pens (9BAH) 

One marker and two pens (10BAH) 

Three large markers (11BAH) 

Five pens (12 BAH) 

One ball point pen (13BAH) 

One fountain pen (14BAH) 

Brown paper (17BAH) 

Handwritten note (1JRB) 12-31-96 

Blouse (7JRB) 

Underwear (9JRB) 

toilet tissue (10PP) 

USN OCS seachest 801, book (11PP) 

Toilet seat lid (13PP) 

Booklet how to use total one security control (14PP) 

AD booklet and 2 newspapers (15PP) 

Girls underwear (36BAH) 

This inventory was made by James B. Byfield #415, in the present of Sgt. Wickman and 

is a true and detailed account of all property taken pursuant to the search warrant. 



RETURN AND INVENTORY 

 

COUNTY OF BOULDER 

 

STATE OF COLORADO 

I, James R. Byfield, received the within Search Warrant on December 26, 1996, and duly 

executed it as follows: On December 26, 1996, at 8:00 o'clock p.m., I searched (the 

premises described in the search warrant and left a copy of the search warrant with 

together with an inventory of the property. 

The following is an inventory of property taken pursuant to the search warrant:  

 

Notepad w/writing (37BAH) 

One black pen (51BAH) 

Girls underwear (56BAH) 

Black pen (57 BAH) 

Cigarette butts, leaves and bag (58BAH) 

(1) girls underwear (61BAH) 

(1) girls underwear (62BAH) 

Envelope w/prayer book (64BAH) 

Two magazine articles (68BAH) 

Newspaper article (15JRB) 

One magic marker (16JRB) 

Phone and address book (18JRB) 

One Ramsey residence flier (19JRB) 

Door from basement (14KRV) 

One legal pad (15KRV) 

Two legal notepads (16KRV) 

One legal notepad (18KRV) 

Letter to Santa (86KKY) 

Victims research paper and drawings (92KKY) 

One felt pen (11MTE) 

One bike registration (12MTE) 

One felt tip pen (15MTE) 

One sheet of paper (72BAH) 

One paper w/names and phones # (73 BAH) 

Two black felt pens (75 BAH) 

Five pair girls underwear (76BAH) 

This inventory was made by James B. Byfield, #316, in the presence of Sgt. Wickman 

and is a true and detailed account of all property taken pursuant to the search warrant. 

RETURN AND INVENTORY 

 

COUNTY OF BOULDER 

 

STATE OF COLORADO 



I, James R. Byfield, received the within Search Warrant on December 26, 1996, and duly 

executed it as follows: On December 26, 1996, at 8:00 o'clock p.m., I searched (the 

premises described in the search warrant and left a copy of the search warrant with 

together with an inventory of the property. 

The following is an inventory of property taken pursuant to the search warrant:  

 

Two pair girls underwear (77RAH) 

Rope (81RAH) 

One sleeping mask (101KKY) 

Framed picture (102 KKY) of JonBenet 

Broken window (104KKY) 

Framed picture of Burks and JonBenet (105KKY) 

One blue suitcase (21PP) 

This inventory was made by James B. Byfield, #316, in the presence of Sgt. Wickman 

and is a true and detailed account of all property taken pursuant to the search warrant. 

 


