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Mark's neighbor, Nerm Metz and lived next door at 73 Skyline and he had tele-

phoned for the ambulance at John Mark's request.

I requested Chief Rose and Officer Slayton to secure the Byers' home an¢

property and told them I was going to escort the ambulance to E.0.R. Hospital

which I did.

At the hospital Dr. David Kauffman and staff started treating Melissa

while I stayed with John Mark.

While I was with John mark, I wrote his vol-

untary statement which he signed. (See attached, #1)
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I then walked down to the carport where John Mark was sitting with a
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At approximately 9:45PM the team arrived at the Byers residence. 0 icer

T did, (=ee attached), and turned the original over to OFficer Witt.
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On Saturday, 3/30/96 at approximately 7:00PM I traveled to the John Mark
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|__for Johp Mark's records.

Byers residence reference copies of evidence siezed and Permission to Search

After giving the copies to John Mark, he stated he

needed to talk to me, I told him I had time to listen to anything he wanted
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course of their ear marriage. He said he had taken Melissa, on several

occasions to Greenleaf and te Rehab at West Plains, Mo., but he could not
watch her 24 hours a day 7 days a week.

He ;gntinugg;ghﬂt there had been problems in the marriage and Melissa
—lefl him and went to stay with her mother and father (K.A. DeFir) in Memphis
and she had returned home 2 or 3 weeks ago when Ryan, her son had returned
fxom his father's after a 6 month stay.

He felt Melissa my have brought some DILAUDED back with her from Memphis
but didn't know for sure. .

I advised John Mark that the autopsy would tell if she had any drugs in

i iFPEEIimﬂtﬁI!l 9:30PM T wasg advized m: dignﬂt:h Lo tn'Ephﬂng EEE-
which T did., .John Mark answered the phone and told me Rvan was home but was

W £ W to interview him. I teld

lohn Mark T would come by the home between 5:00 and 5:30PM on Sunday, 3/31/

96,

—Fending, further investigatiaon,
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INIEENIEW _OF _WIINESS
NORM METZ
W/M, DOB: 40

T3 SEYLIME DRIVE
CHERDKEE LLAGE, AREAMSAS
.

METI was dinterviewed on March 29, 1994, 2t 11:58 p.m.s at his
residence in Cherokee Village by this Investigator. The intervies

was wiinessed by Sharp County Deputy, FRED WASER. METZ gave the
following inforsation.

METI advised that on March 29, 1998, ha left hiz home around 7210
@M.y &te breakfast, and ramn other errands. He advised he got
home around 9145 a.m.s and the BYERS vehicle was not homes METZ
advised that he visited anathor naighber and returned home arocund
10330 @«mMes &t which time he noticed the BYERS's wvehicle at home.
He advised they were cleaning out their car, looking for a 20 amp
fuse and JOHN MARK BYERS came to his house to borrom a flash
light. METZ advised that he was home the remainder of the days
sharping chain saws and cutting woods wntil approximately 4:00
BeM. Ho advised that a Ffriend named MIKE FRIENDy cama by his
residence and visited until about 4:45 p.m. MET? sdvised that a
little after 5100 p.m., JOHM MARK BYERS called him and advised
him that he could not wake up MELISSA and ask him to cover avar
to see if sha had a pulse. He advised he ask him why he didn®*t

call the ambulance, and he said, "Wall, coma2 over,; coma through
the kitchan daar™,

METZ advised that he went to tha BYSRES's residence and went
inside through the deor leading frem +the carport and saw the
SYERE"s sony RYAN CLARKs and his girlfriend nude on the couch. He
sdvised he went immediately to the bedrosm and Saw that MELISSA
was totally nakad lying on the far side of the bed on her back.
He advised her mouth was wide opens her ayes were closad, shae was
totally limp, and her arms sere down by her side. METYT advised he
checked for a pulse, lifted her eyelid, and looked at har YOS .
He advised that he told JOHN MARK to do CPR an her and he startad
it. He advised that she gurgled up some fluidss, and ha taold MARK
he was going to call EMS5.
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VOLUNTARY STATEMENT

NAME:_ John Mark Bvers CASE:__121-00-96 ol
ADDRESS: 75 Skyline Drive DATE: 3/29/96
Cherokee Village, AR pop: @SV
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toximately 2:30PM they went ta sleep. At approximately 3:20PM the Byers'

500 Byan) knocked on their edroom door to let them know he_was home

rom Schepl, Melissa ask hn if that w Evan kno. n L d

John said yes, he thinks.. John then fell back te sleep He awoke apain
went to the kitchen for a plass of milk and returned to Melissa laying
on_the bed. He asked her if she wantes something to drink. She didn'y

respond. John then sat on the right side of bed. He the laided (laid)
back down he touched her and she didn't fell (feel) right.
shooker (shook her)

John then
;went and got a wet wash rag and wiped her face. He
then felt for a pulse he could not find & one.

He then gtarted C.P.R.
After a short time Melissa through (threw) up some liquid.

John then
called his next door neighbor, Norm Metz at G o ock hin to call

ambulance. John then started C.P.R.

on Melissa again until the ambu-

lance people took over C.F.R.

Written by Deputy Fred Waser on 3/29/96 at 6:30PM

typewritten copy of original statement

n:wugés: Fred Waser SIGNATURE: John Mark Byers
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